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COMMUNITY GRANTS 2016/2017  

Report of the Area Co-ordinator  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is recommended that: 
 

1) community grant applications totalling £3400 from the 8 local community 
groups in the CFH Local Area are rejected  

 

2) the new grant conditions specifically for CFH are adopted 

 

3) community groups in CFH are invited to reapply for the community grant, 
based on the new grant conditions 

 

 
 

Summary 
 
This report recommends that all the received grant applications for 2016/17 are rejected. 
The report also recommends that an adapted set of grant conditions specifically for CFH 
are adopted, enabling an all year round application process with a tightening of some 
financial conditions.  If agreed, the report would also encourage all applicants to resubmit 
their applications based on the new conditions.  

Statutory Powers 
 
Section 1 Localism Act 2011. 

 

Introduction 

1. Grants are awarded each year by this committee to voluntary organisations 
and community groups.  Grants are awarded up to a maximum amount of 
£500.  Priority is given to applications which promote the themes of the 
Corporate Strategy and reflect the priorities of each Local Area Committee. 

2. The specific criteria for previously awarding grants are detailed in appendix 1. 
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3. In line with Council policy all community groups are being encouraged to sign 
up to the Eastleigh Community Compact.  As part of this good practice a 
grants appeal procedure is now in place and attached for information as 
appendix 2. 

Local Area Committee Grants budget 

4. The CFH Local Area Committee has very limited budgets in comparison to the 
other 4 Local Area Committees within the Borough. Many of its former 
budgets and assets have been devolved to Parish level following the 
establishment of the current Chandlers Ford Parish Council.  

5. The CFH local area has been heavily developed over the years; therefore, 
there is limited opportunity for significant new development. This has resulted 
in the Local Area Committee having a comparatively reduced capacity to 
access developer’s contributions compared to other Local Area Committees.   

6. It is therefore essential for this Committee to be watchful of all expenditure.  
The current budget available for Chandler’s Ford & Hiltingbury Community 
Grants is £2,970. This is a significant portion of the Committee’s working 
budget. 

Local Area Grant Applications 2016/17 

7. Applications have been received from 8 voluntary organisations and 
community groups.  Funding is being sought by these organisations for a 
range of purposes including general running costs and the purchase of 
various items of equipment.  A list of the applicant organisations and details of 
their requests is attached to this report (appendix 3). 

8. The existing grant conditions are generic conditions for community grants 
across the Borough (although they decided at a local level at each of the 5 
Local Area Committees). The applications are open from September to 
November annually, for an award in the following financial year. 

9. Following a CFH Working Group meeting to assess the 2016/17 CFH 
applications, concerns were raised by Members that many of the applicants 
had significant reserves, some even matching the reserves of the Local Area 
Committee. Concerns were also raised that many of the applicants re-applied 
annually and that there may be other community groups who were missing out 
on the process. Members also questioned why the application procedure 
needed to be time constrained (only open September to November). 

Proposal 

10. The proposal for a new CFH grant application will essentially remain the same 
as the existing detailed in appendix 1, most importantly, the safeguarding 
measures detailed on page 2 of the application remaining untouched.  

11. Appendix 4 outlines the new set of grant conditions specifically for CFH, 
taking into account Members concerns. The new process will enable year 
round applications, with organisations now having to justify why the grant is 
required if they have significant reserves. Whilst applications for running costs 
will be accepted, justification will also be required as to how these annual 
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costs will be met moving forward. This proposal seeks to make the best use of 
limited resources of the CFH local area committee. 

12. Although the recommendation is for the 8 community group’s application’s to 
be rejected on the existing criteria; it is also recommended that all groups are 
encouraged to reapply based on the proposed new CFH grant conditions. 

13. Whilst the level of financial support we are able to offer community 
organisations will be relatively modest, Members will note that we are able to 
direct organisations to other potential sources of funding.  In addition, major 
capital expenditure may attract funding from the Council’s Community 
Investment Programme where the resultant asset has a clear benefit to the 
wider community.   

14. Applicants will also be encouraged to seek funding from a range of sources 
including local Parish and County councils.  

15. This committee is continually updating its community groups list.  Members 
will encourage groups they know of to apply for grants and have agreed to 
provide lists of any groups they know of to the admin team in area 
coordination thus enabling the maximum range of organisations to be 
informed about the CFH community grant fund.  

Financial Implications 

16. There is no revenue implications associated with this report as adequate 
budget provision has been made in local devolved budgets.  ` 

Risk Assessment 

17. There are no identified risks associated with this report.  All approved grants 
are subject to submission of monitoring information. 

Equality and Diversity Implications 

18. The report complies with our policy to ensure that the voluntary and 
community sector are treated fairly and equitably.  The grant applications 
make every effort to target disadvantaged groups.  Equality impact 
assessments on individual grants applications have not been made. 

Conclusion 

19. The recommendations made in this report aim to ensure the limited funds of 
the Local Area Committee are more targeted and enable the maximum benefit 
to the local community. Enabling a year round application procedure will allow 
better access to community groups within the local area.  
 

Andrew Thompson 
(Area Co-ordinator) 

 
Date: 29th February 2016 
Contact Officer: Andrew Thompson 
Tel No: 023 8068 8357 
e-mail: andrew.thompson@eastleigh.gov.uk 
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Appendices Attached: 4 
Report No: AC1AT 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - SECTION 100D 

The following is a list of documents which disclose facts or matters on which this 
report or an important part of it is based and have been relied upon to a material 
extent in the preparation of this report. This list does not include any published works 
or documents which would disclose exempt or confidential information: 

8 Grant applications received and held on file for further inspection.   


